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SARASOTA — Close on the 
heels of  its blockbuster spring 
exhibition featuring photogra-
pher Robert Mapplethorpe and 
punk-rock icon Patti Smith, 
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
will premiere a new exhibition 
today, July 16, that celebrates 
the beauty and diversity 
of  flowers through the 
art of  contemporary 
photography.

Flora Imaginaria: The 
Flower in Contemporary 
Photography will 
display works by 49 
internationally acclaimed 
photographers, many of  
them at the forefront of  
their field.

The show, which is organized 
in partnership with the 
Foundation for the Exhibition 
of  Photography (FEP), runs 
from today, July 16, through 
September 25 at Selby Gardens’ 
Downtown Sarasota campus.

“We are excited to continue 
‘The Year of  Photography’ at 
Selby Gardens with another 
world premiere of  contemporary 
art in dialogue with nature 
at our Downtown Sarasota 
campus,” said Jennifer O. 
Rominiecki, president and CEO 
of  Selby Gardens. “Diverse 
images of  flowers drawn 
from many different genres 
of  photography will create a 
vibrant bouquet befitting our 
model as The Living Museum.”

The new exhibition 
will include a total of  72 
photographic prints, some 
installed amid the living plant 
collection along a shady path 
through the Gardens and others 
displayed inside the Museum of  
Botany & the Arts.

Some of  the photographers to 
be featured have specialized in 
flower imagery for many years, 
while others have done only one 
serious project or even taken just 
one or two pictures involving 
flowers.

Works by celebrated artists 
such as Pedro Almodóvar, 
Valérie Belin, Vik Muniz, 
Viviane Sassen, and Martin 
Schoeller will appear side 
by side with compelling 
photographs by emerging 
artists. Many of  the images 
to be seen have not appeared 
previously in a major 
exhibition.

All were produced over the 
past three decades.

The innovative indoor/
outdoor show was co-developed 
with FEP, an independent 
nonprofit organization that 
produces museum-quality 
photography exhibitions 
circulated around the world.

It is curated by William A. 
Ewing and Danaé Panchaud, 
an international team of  
experienced photography 
experts. “This colorful, wide-
ranging show celebrates the 
flower’s perennial attraction 
and extraordinary endurance 
as an inspiring subject in art,” 
Ewing said.

“From the humble specimen 
to the elaborate arrangement, 
the flower imagery on display 
will present a sumptuous 
feast for the eyes, all in the 
exceptional setting of  Selby 
Gardens.”

Following its debut at Selby 
Gardens, the show will travel 
to other venues in the U.S. and 
beyond. Flora Imaginaria also 
follows a similarly themed 
exhibition of  30 years ago— 
“Flora Photographica” —which 
was first shown in London’s 
Serpentine Gallery and 
subsequently traveled to New 
York, Toronto, and elsewhere.

“Flora Imaginaria is a 
worthy follow-up to our recent 
exhibition featuring the late 
Robert Mapplethorpe’s iconic 
flower photographs,” added 
Rominiecki. “Mapplethorpe’s 
exquisite images made 
floral still life a significant 
contemporary genre and 

Contemporary florals exhibition
Event begins today 

at Selby Gardens

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MARIE SELBY GARDENS

Jeff Koons with floral headpiece

PHOTO PROVIDED BY AIMEE HOVING

Portrait by Aimee Hoving of the Netherlands

PHOTO PROVIDED BY HELENE SCHMITZ OF SWEDEN 

Nepenthes ventricosa with dragonfly

Nadirah Zakariya of Malaysia 
photographs flowers in all stages, 
people in all stages and a melange of 
things and places that seem to strike 
her fancy. Her work has been featured 
in Harper’s Bazaar.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY NADIRAH ZAKARIYA

SEE FLORALS, 2B

‘YEAR OF PHOTOGRAPHY’
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STAFF REPORT

SARASOTA – Amanda 
Schlacter, Sandra Musicante, 
and Lee Gundersheimer, 
coordinators of  the 21st 
annual Players Centre New 
Play Festival, are pleased to 
announce the winning play for 
2022: “Lateral Moves” by Cece 
Dwyer.

“Lateral Moves” is a 
seductive romantic comedy in 
which artful gamesmanship 
comes into play as an engaged 
millennial couple find their 
respective unattached boomer 
parents have the upper hand.

It is a beach farce mostly set 
on Nantucket Island. It should 

offer a refreshing evening of  
theater next summer when it 
will receive its world premiere 
production along with the 
Players 2021 winner, “The 
Mantle” by Jalex Scott.

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT
Originally from Louisville, 

Ky., Dwyer, as a teen, danced 
three seasons with the 
Louisville Ballet Company. 
She performed in community 
theatre, industrial shows, 
dinner theater, TV and as lead 
dancer and featured performer 
in “The Stephen Foster Story.”

Dwyer went on to attend 
the American Academy of  

Dramatic Arts and HB Studio 
in New York City. There, 
serendipity stepped in when 
she met and married Denis. 
Their daughter Amanda is 
now an award-winning TV 
producer in New York City.

Moving to the New Jersey 
suburbs, Dwyer again 
performed in community 
theater, learning the art 
of  costume and set design 
along the way. She served on 
the board of  directors and 
subsequently as president of  
the board of  trustees at The 
Barn Theatre in Montville, 
N.J., over some 25 years.

After Denis retired as a vice 

president for Metropolitan Life, 
they moved to Sarasota in 2002. 
As a breast cancer survivor, 
she was performing in a one-
minute play competition to 
raise money for breast cancer 
research when, on a whim, she 
entered a few plays, and they 
were winners.

In five years, this event 
raised more than $100,000. 
Dwyer went on to write longer 
plays.

The judges and staff of  The 
Players Centre would like to 
thank the writers, readers, 
directors, judges, and artists 
who contributed their time, 
and especially the audiences 

who helped cheer on and 
support new works in our 
region. Submissions for the 
2023 New Play Festival will 
begin next spring.

Guidelines and more 
information will be available in 
2023 at theplayers.org/shows/
npf/

The Players Centre for 
Performing Arts is at 1400 
Blvd. of  the Arts, Suite 200, 
Sarasota FL 34236. Call 941-365-
2494 or fax 941-954-0282. The 
Box office is open from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Monday to Saturday 
Visit: theplayers.org/shows/
npf/

The Players Centre presents ‘New Play’ winner

STAFF REPORT

The next Heartland-
Southwest Bluegrass Event 
features two top bluegrass 
bands — the Pinewood 
River Band and Justin 
Mason — on Saturday, July 
23 at Craig’s RV Resort 
north of  Arcadia.

The Pinewood River Band 
will play at 2 p.m. and Blue 
Night at 3 p.m.

The Heartland-Southwest 
Jam Band will play at 1 p.m. 
to get things rolling.

Craig’s RV Resort, a 
highly regarded RV camp-
ing facility located 7 miles 
north of  Arcadia on US 17, 
is the site of  the monthly 
event.

Regulars to the monthly 
event enjoy plenty of  
Bluegrass jamming and 
parking lot picking through-
out the weekend. Saturday 
features a Beginner 
Friendly Bluegrass jam 
with moderator “Fiddling 
George” to help beginners 
plus other experienced 
players to assist and guide 
anyone wanted to learn 
more.

Bring your stringed 
instrument and join in.

Admission: The Heartland-
Southwest Bluegrass 
Bash concert is free for 
members of  the Heartland-
Southwest Florida 
Bluegrass Association. 
A $7 per person donation 
is requested from 
non-members.

Bring chairs for seating 
in the outdoor shaded 
pavilion. Membership is $25 
per year for a family unit.

According to the CDC, 
the DeSoto County, Florida 
community level is high 
for COVID-19. For that 
reason, shows are remain-
ing outdoors. The event 
will be using more fans to 
move more air around and, 
hopefully, make it more 
comfortable.

Campsites: Craig’s RV has 
electric and water hookups 
for $25 per night. Dry camp-
ing is $10 per night. Many 
campers camp both Friday 
and Saturday night. On-site 
facilities include “Karin’s 
Kitchen,” a Saturday lunch 
concession.

Tent campers are 
welcome. Restrooms are 
available with hot showers. 
Camping is close to the 
concert area.

“Beginner Friendly 
Bluegrass” begins at 
10 a.m., with a 1 p.m, start 
time for the show.

Craig’s RV Resort is 
at 7895 NE Cubitis Ave, 
Arcadia, FL 34266

Directions: From State 
Road 70 in Arcadia, take 
US 17 North 7.1 miles. Turn 
left on Cubitis Ave. Turn 
right immediately into 
the entrance to Craig’s RV 
Resort and follow the signs 
to the outdoor pavilion.

For more information, 
call 941-467-2051 or visit: 
heartlandbluegrass.org

Craig’s RV resort 
hosts more Bluegrass 

groups July 23
heightened the status of  
photography as an art form.

“The earliest works in this 
new show were made a few 
years after his passing, thus 
they represent the continued 
evolution of  the art of  floral 
photography.”

Access to the exhibition is 
included with general admission 
to the Downtown Sarasota 
campus.

For more information and 
to purchase tickets to Selby 
Gardens, go online to selby.org/
visit.

Flora Imaginaria: The Flower 
in Contemporary Photography 
is sponsored by Isabel Becker.

ARTISTS (COUNTRY OF ORIGIN/
NATIONALITY):

• Pedro Almodóvar (Spain)
• Jessica Backhaus (Germany) 

Mandy Barker (United 
Kingdom) Brendan Barry 
(United Kingdom) Valérie Belin 
(France)

• Olga Cafiero (Italy/Sweden) 
Sharon Core (U.S.)

• Lia Darjes (Germany)
• Richard de Tscharner 

(Switzerland) Elspeth Diederix 
(Netherlands)

• Xuebing Du (China)
• Elaine Duigenan (United 

Kingdom) Joanna Epstein (U.S.)
• Erwan Frotin (Switzerland/

France) Mathieu Gafsou 
(Switzerland) Daniel Gordon 
(U.S.)

• Roberto Greco (Italy)
• Anna Halm Schudel 

(Switzerland) Pamela Ellis 
Hawkes (U.S.) Aimée Hoving 
(Netherlands)

• Nadav Kander (Israel)
• Sandra Kantanen (Finland) 

Rob Kesseler (United Kingdom) 
Irene Kung (Switzerland)

• David Lebe (U.S.)
• Laura Letinsky (Canada)

• Kathrin Linkersdorff 
(Germany) Brigitte 
Lustenberger (Switzerland) Ann 
Mandelbaum (U.S.)

• Carmen Mitrotta (Italy)
• Abelardo Morell (Cuba)
• Vik Muniz (Brazil)
• Marcel Rickli (Switzerland) 

Paul Rousteau (France)
• Viviane Sassen (Netherlands)
• Thirza Schaap (Netherlands)
• Helene Schmitz (Sweden)
•Martin Schoeller (Germany)
• Ann Shelton (New Zealand)
• Niki Simpson (United 

Kingdom) Rudolf  Steiner 
(Switzerland)

• Miriam Tölke (Germany)
• Ron van Dongen 

(Netherlands)
• Ruud van Empel 

(Netherlands)
• Robert Walker (Canada)
• Jo Whaley (U.S.)
 Nadirah Zakariya (Malaysia)
• Victoria Zschommler 

(Australia) Andrew Zuckerman 
(U.S.)

 

FLORALS
FROM PAGE 1B

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ERWAN FROTIN

From “Flora Obiensis”, a series of reinterpretations of 19th 
century botanical studies by Erwan Frotin of Switzerland

FOR LUNCH
JOIN US 
TUE, JULY 19

Tuesday, July 19 @ 11:30 AM
Norma Jean's Sports Bar & Grill

Call Today 
(941) 867-9404  
to reserve your seat!

Brought to you by
Ear-Resistible Hearing
1076 East Venice Avenue, Venice
www.EarResistibleHearing.comA Division of Hear Again America

1635 U.S. 41 Bypass S, Venice

with Lauren Pulsifer, HAS, BC-HIS

Check us out on 

Have Questions About Your Hearing Health?  

Please Join Us for a complimentary lunch event. We will be discussing:

• How untreated hearing loss is linked to depression, social isolation 
and cognitive decline.

• The positive effects that improved hearing can have on your life.

• Learn how new technology can help you hear better in your favorite 
restaurants and other loud places.
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